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•• The Conflict The Conflict in in Northern Northern IrelandIreland ::
considered considered as «as « troublestroubles » by » by the the mediamedia
a a war war in in realityreality

•• WorldWorld--widewide media attentionmedia attention : : 
hihg level hihg level of media of media coveragecoverage
wrong analysiswrong analysis

•• JournalistsJournalists as as political actorspolitical actors ::
propagandapropaganda
censorshipcensorship
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•• TheThe British British PressPress : : 
supposed supposed to to be be «« the guardians the guardians of of libertyliberty »»
manipulated and controlledmanipulated and controlled by British by British governmentsgovernments

•• The Northern The Northern Ireland Ireland PressPress ::
the the News News LetterLetter, , unionistunionist
the Irish the Irish News, News, nationalistnationalist
the the Belfast Belfast TelegraphTelegraph andand thethe SundaySunday Life, Life, neutralneutral
about 50 local about 50 local newspapersnewspapers, for , for each communitieseach communities

•• Impacts on Impacts on the conflictthe conflict ::
half truths presentedhalf truths presented as hardas hard fact fact 
important important factors factors in in the persistencethe persistence of of crisiscrisis

•• The Press and the The Press and the IRAIRA

Media Media coveragecoverage
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•• Direct Direct censorshipcensorship : : 
ban on interviews ban on interviews with representativeswith representatives ofof Sinn FeinSinn Fein
overover 100 TV programmes 100 TV programmes bannedbanned (1969 to 1993)(1969 to 1993)

•• Indirect Indirect censorshipcensorship ::
economic contexteconomic context of media productionof media production
intimidationintimidation
propagandapropaganda

•• Self Self censorshipcensorship ::
policypolicy ofof censorship imposedcensorship imposed inin thethe nationalnational interestinterest..
self self censorship became naturalcensorship became natural

CensorshipCensorship
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•• The pressThe press inin generalgeneral serves a certainserves a certain interestinterest : : 
for instancefor instance thethe BritishBritish press ispress is a constant state a constant state 
of adaptation toof adaptation to the needsthe needs ofof thethe BritishBritish rulingruling classclass

•• There isThere is no freeno free presspress ::
the ultimatethe ultimate control to control to bigbig businessbusiness
newspapers industry isnewspapers industry is a part ofa part of the capitalistthe capitalist systemsystem

ReasonsReasons of of censorshipcensorship
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•• In In the interestthe interest ofof thethe British stateBritish state : : 
pressure in pressure in orderorder to support to support government policygovernment policy
manipulation to manipulation to fight against terrorismfight against terrorism

•• The consequencesThe consequences ofof this policythis policy ::
lossloss of of the the British British press’s independencepress’s independence
convince the world of the normality of life in Irelandconvince the world of the normality of life in Ireland
a a distorted viewdistorted view of of the Northernthe Northern IrelandIreland ConflictConflict
serves serves the political needsthe political needs of British of British governmentgovernment

•• media media complicitcomplicit inin thethe maintenance ofmaintenance of the crisisthe crisis

Consequences Consequences of of censorshipcensorship
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•• Media Media coveragecoverage : : 
a a politicalpolitical solutionsolution mightmight have beenhave been reached sooner reached sooner 
withwith a a better better media media coveragecoverage..

•• CensorshipCensorship ::
winnig the warwinnig the war ofof thethe mediamedia
policypolicy ofof censorship imposedcensorship imposed inin thethe national national interestinterest

•• Living life in Living life in peacepeace ::
if only Catholics and Protestants learn to live together if only Catholics and Protestants learn to live together 
then everything would be fine ...then everything would be fine ...

ConclusionConclusion
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